"The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not found in his mouth.” Mal. 2:6. 
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“Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32. 


C.0.G.1.C. HEADQUARTERS, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY PASSES 


VOLUME XXVIII, NO. V 


The Church Of God In Christ, Inc., came 
together for the annual April Call Meeting for 
what will be known as one of the most historic 
occasions of the Church’s existence. The unity 
that prevailed in the session was by far the greatest 
footnote attributing to the success of the four day 
session. Dr. Frank J. Ellis, opened the meeting 
on Monday, Arpil 8, 1991 with prayer for the 
unity of the Church and stated the business that 
needed to be finalized. An estimated 2700 
delegates converged on the Mason Temple 
headquarters to participate in what was to be the 
Church’s finest hour in bipartisan support from 
the General Board and the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly, which is the only law- 
making, doctrine- expressing body of the Church, 
made its traditional role-call of bishops and 
supervisors for jurisdictional financial reports; the 
end result was a 100% response from 125 
jurisdictions, raising a record-setting $2.7 
million. The Board of Trustees requested that the 
proposed 1991 budget be held over and considered 
for 1992. This would give more time to review 
department requests. The delegates approved the 
board’s request, and also approved a resolution 
allowing departments to spend at the 1990 level. 

The April Meeting brought to fruition several 
proposed constitutional amendments, some of 
which had been deliberated since 1984. There 
was established a Judiciary Board, which in 
effect, creates a third branch of the Church Of 
God In Christ, and consisting of an unbiased 
board of nine experienced members in good 
standing with the Church; representative of the 
Board of Bishops, the Pastors and Elders Council, 
and the General Church at large. The court will 
be the last appeal for adjudicating cases brought 
before the Church and will be the interpretative 
branch on our constitutional matters. 

Another important matter ratified by the 
delegates was the adoption and creation of the 
Jurisdictional Extensions Commission, which in 
effect, gives the General Assembly the 
responsibility of creating, consolidating, and 
dissolving jurisdictions. The commission 


appointed by Chair 
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Frank Ellis leads historic session. 


C.D. Kinsey, and approved by the General 
Assembly will continue to work in regards to 
jurisdictional extension. 

The General Assembly overwhelmingly 
approved a resolution calling for the creation of 
a Commission on Ways and Means meant 
specifically to develop and propose all financial 
assessments given to the credential-holders, 
national officers, and jurisdictional leaders. This 
responsibility has traditionally been assigned to 
the General Board, but after the Chairman of the 
General Assembly read an unrefutable legal 
document received from a reputable legal firm, 
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JUDICIARY BOARD APPROVED 


The Church Of God In Christ constitution 
states, “There shall be established a Judiciary 
Board for the Chureh, Of God In, Christ, 
Incorporated. The Judiciary Board shall be both 
an ecclesiastical and an appellate court.” Years, 
many years have passed since those words were 
voted into acceptance. In the recent past, now 
General Board of Bishops member, Bishop Levi 
Willis began the process of establishing what the 
constitution mandated. He was the chairman of 
the General Assembly at the time and a vital 
supporter of constitutional processes functioning 
within the organization. Bishop Willis got the 
arduous and time consuming business of 
formulating constitutional structure underway. He 
organized a committee on the constitution and 
gave the awesome task of dealing with a difficult 
but very necessary issue to Elder Solomon L. 
Williams. The task was no simple thing, but Elder 
Williams and the assembled committee launched 
a well planned effort to bring into existence a 
bonafide judiciary branch of government. 


Historic Committee receives applause. 


The Church Of God In Christ has one of the 
most outstanding doctrines in all of Christendom, 
but the polity needs structure and refinement. Not 
having an appropriate supreme court to handle 
ecclesiastical and appellate litigation proved 
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stating the constitutional powers of the General 
Assembly, the delegates approved the resolution 
and the members of the Commission on Ways 
and Means recommended by Chairman Ellis. 
Bishop Earl Wright of Michigan was appointed 
as chairman of the commission. 

The only issue that was not completed was the 
one dealing with a presiding bishop and a general 
board. The Constitution Committee, chaired by 
Elder Solomon Williams, recommended a method 
of ascendency in case a presiding bishop is no 
longer able to function. This issue provoked many 
thoughts relative to General Board members who 
receive the highest electoral votes, and whether 
this should serve as the mechanism for 
determining ascendency to the position of 
Presiding Bishop, First Vice President, and 
Second Vice President of the Church. The General 
Assembly will most likely take up the issue in 
the November 1991 General Assembly session. 

The General Assembly of the Church Of God 
In Christ under the leadership of Dr. Frank Ellis 
was hailed by the delegation as the most 
progressive session in the history of it existence. 
Many, including the Presiding Bishop L.H. Ford, 
commended Chairman Ellis for providing strong, 
fair, and honest leadership through the entire ses- 
sion. 

The Church Of God In Christ moves into the 
next century as a more prepared organization. 
Under the leadership of Bishop Ford and with the 
approval of the General Assembly, plans are being 
made for the adaptable re-use of the Chisca Hotel 
as a Senior Citizen’s Complex, the rehabilitation 
of several motels to be used as shelters for the 
homeless, and the revitalization of the Saints 
Academy in Lexington, MS. 

The April Call Meeting has brought enthusiasm 
to the delegates who’ve committed themselves to 
the vision and direction demonstrated in the 
General Assembly. 


Submitted by, 
Elder James W. Smith 
Secretary/Scribe: Executive Committee 


costly up and down the ranks of the organization. 
This much needed third branch of government 
coming into fruition now places those powers 
belonging to the court into the proper hands. 
Questions always abounded as to which branch 
of government had the last say in matters of 
church litigation. Clearly, the executive branch 
has its hands full and the assembly (legislative) 
has for years been defining itself. April 11, 1991, 
Elder Solomon Williams and his committee 
belatedly joined the drafters of our constitution 
and founding parents when the assembly 
approved the committee’s efforts with a vote of 


approval. 
Continued on page 6 


Do you have a story on ministry, personality, auxiliary 
program or something of human interest? Would you like 
the entire Church Of God In Christ to know? 

Call the News Hot Line ... Call only on Thursday, 
between 9:30 a.m. and 12 Noon CST, and give your 
story to The Whole Truth. Call 901 - 578-3841 


NEWS HOTLINE call 901 - 578-3841 


When Bishop C.H. 
Mason and the founding 
fathers sat down and 
decided to make an or- 
ganization which re- 
flected Pentecostal evi- 
dences as the spirit led, 
the pace of those events 
were possibly quicker and 
easier to deal with than 
our own recent struggles 
in the General Assembly. 
Their skill in “Roberts 
Rules” were probably limited if necessary at all. 
The committee which grappled with the issues 
of designing the recently passed constitutional 
instrument creating our judiciary labored 
incessantly and under a microscope of public 
scrutiny. In symbolic terms, these saints have 
taken a seat along side our founding fathers and 
did a tremendous job under great pressure. Their 
names must be added to the distinguished list 
which includes, Mason, Pleas, Boone, 
Robinson, Jones, et cetera. To that list must be 
added Williams, Hicks, Wright, Blackshear and 
others. Why? These fine people have toiled in 
behalf of us all. They endured demands upon 
their time, finances and personal lives, and did 
so without guarantee of pay. In fact, whenever 
standing before the General Assembly, their 
efforts were fair game for criticism, constructive 
or otherwise. It is my personal opinion that our 
hats should be lifted and acknowledgment given 
to them. As a result of their efforts we have our 
legitimate constitutional judiciary in place. 

I must give credit to whom credit is due, 
because the entire process for this historic 
event started with then chairman, Bishop Levi 
Willis. It was nurtured and ably advanced by 
Dr, Frank Ellis and the committee on 


Dr. David Hall 


EDITORIAL 
MODERN DAY FOUNDING PERSONS 


constitution. I personally know the level of 
scrutiny the assembly’s committee under went. 
I wrote them a long and complex letter on the 
judiciary’s positions on being “pro-active” as 
opposed to being an active and responsive 
court. I won’t get into the issues, but am 
pleased to report that Chairman Ellis and the 
committee’s chair, Elder Solomon Williams, 
along with legal counsel, Katrina Askew 
Williams, answered every issue raised. They 
answered as sincere and diligent people would, 
in writing. They assured me that our COGIC 
Judiciary Board would not be a pro-activist 
court, probing and seeking to engage matters, 
but serving as an ecclesiastical and appellate 
branch of government only. I’m a hard guy to 
please and now I’m sure the Church Of God 
In Christ will be a better and stronger 
institution having completed this very 
important step in governance. 

This committee diligently and meticulously 
worked on the proper language and function 
of the judiciary. Certainly, the finished product 
of their labors will be tested throughout the 
years. The deeds, and in fact, the people 
elected to fill the first court will be challenged 
to bring the judiciary from theory into reality, 
and it’s deliberations into proper force. May 
God give the first elected judiciary strength as 
we give our support. 

Yes, this committee of persons is yet living 
and walking among us, but as time goes by, 
their efforts will speak for them. Even more 
fitting is for us, whom they so unselfishly 
served to remember them in our history. Surely, 
if you were one of delegates there, you too 
can say how special an event the passage of 
the judiciary act was. Having all this in mind 
lets each of us celebrate a job well done. 


P. B. ADDRESSES THE ASSEMBLY 


It is customary that the presiding officer of the 
Church Of God In Christ address the General 
Assembly during the annual meeting. Bishop 
L.H. Ford was welcomed by an admiring house 
of delegates who anticipated hearing his words 
with great interest. Chairman Frank Ellis 
presented Bishop Ford to the house and 
commented, “Every organization has but one 
leader,“ and with loud applause the Presiding 
Bishop recognized the house and all the officials 
of the assembly. 

Bishop Ford spoke of the responsibility of 
maintaining the organization after it loses a great 
leader. He lauded the years that Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Sr. lead the Church. Now the awesome 
responsibility was squarely upon his shoulders. 

He announced that he will be faithful to the 
promises he made upon entering office, that all 
of Bishop Patterson’s appointees would keep their 
positions for the duration of the term. 

The bishop turned his attention to the 
contributions of the Women’s Department. “The 
fact is plain,” said the Bishop, “historically 


Bishop Ford was received warmly by the delegation. 


speaking, the women of the Church Of God In 
Christ undergirded and helped Bishop Mason 
build Mason Temple. Mother Lizzie Robinson 
and the fine women gave and worked, when some 
of the men became discouraged about the 
project.” He further appealed to Mother Mattie 
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THE PRESIDING 
BISHOP SPEAKS 


“And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful 
is he that calleth you, and also will do it.” 


I Thessalonians 5:23 & 24 


Holy greetings in the name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus. Christ. 

As I reflect on the Church and think about 
the future, I see a need to encourage our 
pastors.and church leaders to achieve a closer 
walk with God. Many of us have scattered too 
many of God’s people. Now it. is the time of 
healing and.gathering. 

Too many of God’s pastors and.workers have 
become weary in the way. A weary worker is 
just a step from fainting. I'am praying daily 
that the weary traveler may be.renewed and 
find help in God\as we press on toward the 
high mark. 

With God all things are possible. 

My thanks goes out to all saints everywhere. 
Thank you for your warm feception, your 
many kindnesses and your great devotion to 
the Church Of God In*Christ. 

Please keep us in your prayers. 

Your Chief Servant, 

Bishop Louis Henry Ford.t 


McGlothen and the women to continue their fine 
support. He has decided to renovate the adjacent 
C.H. Mason Home and make it an executive 
quarters for the presiding bishop and general 
church officials. 

Bishop Ford is hoping the Church Of God In 
Christ will become even more a source of 
opportunity for laypersons. Laity have so many 
gifts and the national church must recognize those 
willing to give their service. Bishop stated that 
talent must be developed whenever it is found. 
The presiding prelate stated that we need only 
positive talk among the ranks of the saints. It is 
easy to give criticism, but positive words 
embraced with strong and committed actions are 
the necessary qualities he is looking for. He 
encouraged the entire General Assembly to 
cooperate with him and together build an 
organization unparalleled, and a Church cast in 
the mode of Christ. To this exhortation, he 
indicated his hope for the downtown property. 
The Old Chisca Hotel, now our current 
headquarters is to be renovated. He envisions a 
building filled with affordable housing for retired 
seniors. Bishop Ford also restated his hopes for 
the Mason Temple area. He envisions great 
expansion, purchase or trade off of property, 
which would enable the Church Of God In Christ 
to expand to Crump Boulevard. Inside the Temple 
he is going to put a plaque in honor of the last 
speech that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. presented 
the night before he was assassinated. 

Bishop Ford cited his magnanimous gesture of 
returning a major portion of his Founders Day 
offering to the national church. He was equally 
pleased by the fact that our special offerings were 
used in situations that helped people. He 
personally remembered the loss of Elder Antonio 
Kidd, who passed and left a lovely widow and 
fine little boy. The bishop has strong arms and a 
big heart, his prayers remain with Sister Kidd 
and child. 

To end the address Presiding Bishop Ford 
preached the word. He encouraged the saints to 
stand for our holiness traditions and be pure. This 
is the hour when all people are needed to carry 
the banner of Christ and the holiness life style to 
a suffering world. He took his seat among the 
house praising God and applauding. 
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Chairman and Presiding Bishop stand in agreement. 


If the Presiding Bishop is going to start the 
development of his vision, the Church must 
provide the funds to initiate the efforts. 
Organizations must legally agree on a 
prescribed course of action in order to do brick 
and mortar projects. Due to the fact the Church 
is anon-profit organization, certain resolutions 
granting the leaders authority to conduct 
business must be passed. In the spirit of total 
cooperation, the chairman, Dr. Frank Ellis 
asked the resolutions be read which enable the 
Presiding Bishop to develop a Capital Budget, 
gain approval of the general church to start 
Community Development, and finally, adopt 
the Housing and Economic Development Pro- 
gram. 

The following is the reprint of each passed 
resolution, as they were read and approved on 
the night of April 11, 1991, by the General 
Assembly of the Church Of God In Christ. 


CAPITAL BUDGET 

WHEREAS, the Church Of God In Christ, 
Incorporated has developed a series of 
economic projects, that require capital over a 
long range period, and 

WHEREAS, the present projects include the 
renovation and development of the Chisca 
Hotel, herein referred to as the “272 Project” 
need capital funds that are separate from the 
Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated 
Operating Budget, and 

WHEREAS, the responsibility for develop- 
ing Capital and Operating Budgets are under 
the purview of the Chief Financial Officer on 
behalf of the Trustee Board, and 

WHEREAS, all capital projects and 
improvements in the Operating Budget should 
be placed in the appropriate Capital Budget, 
and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for $500,000 
to be transferred from the General Fund of the 
Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated, into 
a capital account to be used for the develop- 
ment of the “272 Project’, . 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
a Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated 
Capital Fund be established to manage and 
provide the seed monies for the various 
construction and improvement projects. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED in regards 
to the “272 Project” the building repair and 
maintenance budget item for the Downtown 
Headquarters be incorporated into this process. 

BE? IT PURPHER: RESOLVED: that 
$500,000 be transferred from the General Fund 
of the Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated 
into a capital account to be used for the “272 
Project” over the next three (3) fiscal years. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ten 
per cent (10%) set aside be appropriately 
earmarked for capital investments, and placed 
in the capital fund. 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITMENT 
WHEREAS, the Church Of God In Christ, 
Incorporated and its entities are interested in 
the enhancement and quality of life for its 


members and others that have reached the age 
where assistance is needed in the areas of 
housing and social services, and 

WHEREAS, it is agreed that we shall 
include and not limit Church Of God In Christ, 
Incorporated to providing economic and 
commercial development, and 

WHEREAS the need for affordable low and 
moderate housing for the elderly is apparent 
in our communities, and 

WHEREAS the wholistic health of our 
senior citizens shall be included as part of the 
mission of the Church Of God In Christ, Incor- 
porated, 

NOW THEREFORE BE ITRESOLVED that 
the Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated 
commit its support and resources to the 
acquisition, ownership, renovation, construc- 
tion and management of any and all properties 
to the pursuit of community development en- 
hancements. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated agree. 


HOUSING AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, 
INCORPORATED 

WHEREAS, the Church Of God In Christ, 
Incorporated has experienced church growth 
across the country, and 

WHEREAS there is a need for church 
extension, housing and economic development 
programs, and 

WHEREAS the Church Of God In Christ, 
Incorporated agrees that assistance will be 
provided in the area of church related long 
range planning, capital improvement budgets, 
and church expansion, i.e. church construc- 
tion, expansion and renovation. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
THAT the Church Of God In Christ, Incorpo- 
rated establish a not for profit corporation (501- 
(c)-3) to facilitate the aforementioned pur- 
poses. 


ATTENTION 
SPECIAL AIR FARES 


UNAC-5 Delegates to 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
July 1 - 6, 1991 


The following numbers should be called for 
information on special air fares and transporta- 


tion across this nation to Indianapolis, Indiana. 
To take advantage of these discounts you or 

your travel agent should call now....... 

AMERICAN AIRLINES 1-800-942-9331 

UNITED AIRLINES 1-800-222-7385 

Ask for Norma or Jacob 

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES 1-800-468-7022 

Easy Access # EZ7P90 

IMPORTANT — DON’T DELAY: Passengers 

should book early. 


DR. C. ERIC LINCOLN 
IS ITC’s COMMENCEMENT 
SPEAKER 


The Interdenominational Theological Center 
will hold its 32nd commencement exercises 
Saturday, May 11 at 10:00 a.m. on the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. International Memorial Chapel 
at Morehouse College, 830 Westview Drive, S.W. 
Fifty-one students are expected to receive 
degrees; 46 Master of Divinity, one Master of 
Arts in Christian Education, one Doctor of Sacred 
Theology and three Doctor of Ministry. The 
commencement speaker will be Dr. C. Eric 
Lincoln, professor of Religion at Duke University 
in Durham, NC. 

A native of Alabama, Dr. Lincoln received the 
Bachelor of Arts degree from LeMoyne College 
(Tennessee), the Master of Arts degree from Fisk 
University (Tennessee), the Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from the University of Chicago and the 
Master of Education and the Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees from Boston University. Six institutions 
of higher education have awarded him honorary 
degrees, the last of which was the Doctor of 
Human Letters from Boston University in 
November 1990. 

His illustrious career in teaching, researching 
and writing began at Clark College where he 
served over a period of years as assistant, 
associate and full professor in religion and social 
philosophy and also as director of The Institute 
of Social Relations. It continued with professional 
and research appointments at Portland State 
University (Sociology), Union Theological 
Seminary (Sociology and Religion and Fisk 
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University (Religion and sociology). He is 
currently the William Kenan, Jr. Professor of 
Religion and Culture at Duke University, its most 
distinguished professorship. 

Dr. Lincoln has also held leadership, visiting 
and adjunct and research directorships at Boston, 
Brown, Fordham State University of New York 
(Albany) and Vanderbilt Universities as well as 
at Dartmouth, Queens, Spelman and Vassar 
Colleges. For two years he directed the American 
Forum of African Studies at the University of 
Ghana in Accra. 

Among his numerous publications he is the 
sole author of The Black Muslims in America, 
the Blackamericans, The Black Church Since 
Frazier, Race, Religion and the Continuing 
American Dilemma, The Avenue Clayton City 
and This Road Since Freedom. He is co-author 
of A Pictorial History of Blackamericans with 
Langston Hughes and Milton Meltzer and The 
Black Church In the African American Experi- 
ence with Lawrence H. Mamiya. The latter has 
been recognized as a tour de force in writings 
related to the African American religious experi- 
ence. 

Dr. Lincoln has written scores of symposia 
articles, made numerous contributions to journals 
and magazines, book reviews and reference work 
entries. He has lectured, delivered addresses and 
read papers in innumerable academic, church, 
community and foundation settings including 
radio and television. 

At commencement exercises, three honorary 
degrees will be bestowed, one of which will be 
to Dr. Lincoln. Others are to Bishop Ithiel 
Clemmons and the Reverend Joseph Metz 
Rollins, Jr. upon the recommendation of Charles 
H. Mason and Johnson C. Smith Seminaries, 
respectively. 

The Interdenominational Theological Center 1s 
a UNCF member institution and is comprised of 
six constituent seminaries, each with a different 
denominational affiliation. ITC is one of six 
schools within the Atlanta University Center com- 
plex. 
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REVEREND LORENZO L. KELLY TO BE CONSECRATED 
BISHOP OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 


Bishop and Mrs. Kelly 


Reverend Lorenzo L. Kelly, founder and pastor 
of the Faith Temple Church Of God In Christ, 
715 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, will be consecrated as the Bishop of 
South Dakota. The Consecration Service will be 
held at the church on May 30, 1991, at 7:30 p.m. 
The Inaugural Dinner will be held the following 
day, May 31, 1991, at 6:30 p.m. at he Hilton Inn 
in Rapid City. 

The dates of May 30-31 are very significant. 
Nine years ago, on May 30th and 31st, Bishop 
Kelly had just completed a second visit to Rapid 
City after preaching one week of revival services. 
His wife, Evelyn, surprised him and flew out to 
Rapid City at the end of the week of revivals an, 
together, they were impressed by the Holy Spirit 
that they should move to Rapid City and begin 
a work there. They flew back to Illinois on May 
31st and during the following week, met with 
Bishop Carlis L. Moody, his pastor, and explained 
the call to Rapid City. Bishop Kelly had been 
under Bishop Moody’s pastorate for several years 
and had been licensed by him, as a Minister in 
1974; and ordained by Bishop Louis Henry Ford 
as an Elder on August 25, 1979. He graduated 


from Moody Bible Institute’s Evening School 
Division in May, 1978. 

In order to move to Rapid City, Bishop Kelly 
gave up the prestigious position of Assistant Vice 
President and Bank Manager for First Bank of 
Evanston, Illinois. He had began his career at the 
bank nearly nineteen years earlier and was just 
thirteen months short of retirement. He was well 
known in Evanston because of being the first 
Black hired, in that community, in the banking 
field. He also was well known because of his 
work in the churches. After his mother brought 
the family to Evanston, when he was a teen, they 
had joined Springfield Baptist Church where he 
worked in every area — teaching Sunday School; 
directing the choirs; on the Usher Board, etc.. 
Later, after marriage, two sons and an experience 
of backsliding, he joined Faith Temple Church 
Of God In Christ where Bishop Carlis L. Moody 
is the founder and pastor. 

In order to move to Rapid City, Bishop Kelly’s 
family had to give up things and people that were 
precious to them.. His wife, Evelyn A. Kelly, 
was Office Manager for the College Board’s 
Midwestern Division; his sons, Thomas, Scott 
and Loren gave up childhood friendships and 
church friendships. The sons are now ages, 
twenty-five, twenty-three and sixteen. 

During the nine years since their call and 
relocation to Rapid City, a lot has been 
accomplished. The local church body has been 
active in the community — helping those in need; 
and have paid off a $109,500 church mortgage 
in six and one-half years. Bishop Kelly is, 
possibly, the only Black Pastor/Bishop in the State 
of South Dakota. He is serving a term with the 
Black Hills Evangelical Ministerial Association 
as President. His wife, Evelyn, is working with 


the local pastors wives to pull together a similar 
fellowship and support group. She is also on the 
Board of Directors for the Black Hills Habitat for 
Humanities, a group that helps to provide low-cost 
housing for low-income people. 

When asked the question, “What does being 
“Bishop” mean to you, How do you envision this 
position affecting your work in the State of South 
Dakota?,” Bishop Kelly gave the answer. 

“To me, being a Bishop is a higher calling to 
Holiness.” 

“T believe that the Lord has called me to a 
closer and more consecrated walk. I would like 
to see God use the Church Of God In Christ to 
stir South Dakota and break the religious 
oppression of the enemy here in the Black Hills, 
which are the Holy Grounds of the Indians.” 

“Also, there is a wealth of good people on the 
reservations who have never heard the Gospel. 
Our church also meets the needs of young people 
in the Air Force who are away from home — 
when they hear our singing and preaching, it 
brings home closer to them. A few years ago, 
the Lord showed me roads leading out from Faith 
Temple — many other works, churches and 
mission outreaches to be begun. A mission started 
this Spring, the beginning of others to come. We 
are also praying and dreaming of starting a ranch 
for needy and troubled children.” 

I’m sure the Lord knows why He put it on 
Bishop Ford’s heart to ordain me Bishop at this 
time. The Lord has a vision for South Dakota 
that we are yet to realize — we await the command 
of the Holy Spirit for all work that He would set 
our hands to.” 


INDIANA #1 LEADERS MEET 


The 10th Annual Leadership Conference of the 
First Jurisdiction of Indiana Church Of God In 
Christ was held on Saturday, February 23, 1991 
under the great leadership of Bishop Milton L. 
Hall. This year the theme “Returning to Our 
Roots,” Jeremiah 6:16, spoke to the heart of 
holiness and to our profound COGIC heritage. 

The Leadership Conference, held at First 
Jurisdiction Headquarters in Kokomo, Indiana, 
was at a capacity of four hundred plus (400+) 
registered delegates, with an outstanding number 
of Sunshine Banders and Puritans in attendance. 
The excitement and enthusiasm of the workshop 
presenters and attendees were extremely high! 

The workshop groups were named after the 
pioneer saints that have gone on to be with the 
Lord. Such noted Indiana leaders as Bishop C.E. 
Bennett, Bishop J.B. Davis, Bishop Wm. O. 
Blakely, Supervisor Nancy Gamble, Superinten- 
dent James A. Owens, Superintendent James L. 
Hall, Superintendent C.W. Webb, Superintendent 
E.A. McNeely, Superintendent George Hall, 
Superintendent Frank Patton, Superintendent 
R.O. Hatchett and Mother Birdie Gary. 

The workshop attendees were grouped into 
twelve categories by position of leadership in the 
Church; 1) executive board members, superinten- 
dents, UNAC-5 department heads; 2) pastors, 
elders; 3) executive board members wives, 
superintendents wives, UNAC-5 department head 
wives, state chair-lady, state fieldworker, state 
elect lady and state vice president of mission; 4) 
district missionaries, women department 
auxiliary heads; 5) missionaries; 6) ministers and 
aspiring missionaries; 7) laity; 8) adjutants, 
ushers; 9) security; 10) young adult ages 13-21; 
11) children’s institute; and 12) nurses. 

Subjects for the conference were chosen with 
spiritual insight for the needs of God’s people. 
Two rotating class sessions of 45 minutes each 
were conducted on the following topics: 
Executive Leadership, Justification and 
Sanctification, Leadership and Followship, 
Women’s Department Leadership, Message 
Preparation, Ministry Preparation, Divine 
Healing, Mission of the Church, The Adjutancy, 
Serving, Safety and Security, Communications, 


Cleanliness and Sanctification, Socialization, The 
Church Nurse, Good Health, Church Of God In 
Christ History, and Etiquette. 

The third class session included the entire 
assembly and was taught by our own “Mr. Bible,” 
Superintendent Cleophas Hall on the “Baptism 
in the Holy Ghost.” Many questions were asked 
of Superintendent Hall, and as the anointing of 
God was present, many souls were blessed by 
the Word. 

Included on the program was a profile of the 
Black Church by Sister Eunice Wilderness in 
recognition of Black History Month. 

At the close of class sessions, the assembly 
was called to order for our consecration and 
installation service. The preached word was given 
under the anointing of our General Board Member 
and Prelate of Northeastern Michigan Jurisdic- 
tion, Bishop P.A. Brooks of Detroit, Michigan. 
Bishop Brooks gave the saints the “Prescription 
for a Wounded Soldier,” using I Timothy 2:3 as 
text. Bishop Brooks admonished us as saints to 
“stay in shape in order to fight the devil.” There 
is “no retreat in God.” We should always be ready 
for the surprise attack and we are to take nothing 
less than victory. He encouraged the saints to not 
make excuses, but to make plans; don’t stand at 
the complaint window, but go to the claims 
window. As soldiers of God we can be wounded, 
but we don’t have to die. 

The Lord blessed us and magnified Himself in 
the sanctuary. Candidates for consecration and 
installation of officers were presented to the 
prelate Bishop Hall by Superintendent L. Sutton. 
By the laying on of hands and prayer, the First 
Jurisdiction received six new pastors into the 
Jurisdiction and a new elect lady to the Evangelist 
Department, Missionary Bertha Barnes, of 
Elkhart, Indiana. 

We would like to conclude with words from 
our Bishop ... “at this point in time in our history, 
with our world being caught up in the Gulf War, 
we came together to develop our skills and 
abilities in the Master’s Service. We as 
superintendents, pastors, department heads, 
elders, missionaries, and laity have shown the 
need to “Return to Our Roots” of yesterday. Our 


fervent desire is to reclaim the heritage set forth 
by our founding father, Bishop Charles Harrison 
Mason. We are leaving here with a new inspiration 
to return to those principles of holiness 
established in the Word.” 


Submitted by; 
Evangelist Dorothy M. Dillon 
Faith Church Of God In Christ 


LIBERIAN RELIEF 
FUND DEVELOPED 


onal 


L to R: Elders Hunter, Collins, Bishop C.L. Moody and Elder C. 
Kennedy 

Bishop C.L. Moody poses with Elder Charles 
Kennedy in an effort to inform the saints about 
the current hardship of the people in Liberia. 
Much of the population is suffering as a result 
of the long and devastating civil war. Several of 
the saints have been killed, churches destroyed 
and children are starving. The entire country was 
literally a war zone. 

Elder Kennedy made the plea during the April 
Call Meeting for funds to help the saints and 
people in Liberia. Elder Elmer Hunter, Elder Ben 
Collins were listening to Elder Kennedy’s appeal 
when asked to pose for this photo. 

Please send your contribution to the: 

COGIC Mission Department 
272 S. Main Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 
901 - 578-3816 

Say that your contribution is for the LIBERIAN 

RELIEF FUND. 


Monday, April 8, 1991, the city of Memphis 
hosted the Church Of God In Christ April Call 
Meeting delegates to an evening with city officials 
and a tasty meal. In the Cook Convention Center 
an overflow crowd gathered to hear both city and 
county mayors greet and honor the Church. 
Mayor Dick Hackett and Mayor Bill Morris 
attended the affair and spoke of fellowship and 
future business. The red carpet was rolled out and 
everyone enjoyed the various slide presentations 
and speeches from a number of business and city 
officials. 

Mayor Hackett is an astute politician that 
expressed his appreciation to the leaders of the 
Church Of God In Christ for our obvious 
commitment to the city of Memphis. Bishop Ford 
recently exchanged visitations with the Mayor 
and they toured both the pyramid and the 
downtown headquarters together. Mayor Hackett 
envisions the Church growing with the current 
urban renewals in downtown Memphis. The city 
is expanding and new challenges which await 
both our organization and the city. The property 
the Church owns is currently having a new trolley 
rail system laid in front of it. This promises to 
be a main development in the movement of people 
downtown. The Church’s property is now part of 
that progress. Mayor Morris is a down home and 
reachable person who played the crowd well. The 
delegates enjoyed his well developed statement 
which had bonafide elements of our Church’s 
history outlined. The mayors historical 


MISSIONARY NORMA F. BRAILSFORD 


Bishop Ford talks with City Mayor Hackett, left, and County Mayor 
Morris, right. 


perspective was eloquent giving honor and 
appeal. He developed how the two entities, both 
city and Church organization, have grown 
together over the years. The Church has made 
progress with Memphis. The delegates, in a 
humorous mood, stated they would like to ordain 
the mayor before he left the building. Mayor 
Morris is convinced that Memphis is the best 
place ctor the ‘Chureh to, headquarter its 
organization. To support both mayors glowing 
comments, were two video presentations. One 
dealt with the potential and actual growth of 
Memphis, and the other was dedicated totally to 
the Church. 

Presiding Bishop Ford was introduced and he 
proceeded to present his vision of the Church. 
He made it clear how important Memphis is to 
the Church Of God In Christ and spoke of possible 
ventures together. Bishop Ford’s desire is to see 
everyone get something for their efforts. He 
envisions the Church’s downtown properties 
being used in a ministry for the elderly. The 
national church is developing a community based 
ministry under Bishop Ford’s administration. The 
city fathers have been very careful to affect a 
transition of goodwill and hopefully these 
overtures will result in better room rates and 
service for the saints during the Holy Convoca- 
tion. 


INSTALLED AS DISTRICT MISSIONARY 


On Saturday, De- 
cember 1, 1990, Mis- 
sionary Norma F. 
Brailsford was instal- 
led=asyiths District 
Missionary of District 
Number Four in the 
Washington, DC 
Jurisdiction. The in- 
stallation service was 
a historic occasion in 
the jurisdiction as it 
y fies = was the first of its type 
to be held. The ser- 
vice was conducted at 
the beautiful New Bethel Church Of God In Christ 
where Dr. Sherman S. Howard is pastor. Dr. 
Howard is also the Superintendent of District 
Number Four. Officiating was Dr. Elizabeth 
Hampton, Jurisdictional Supervisor, who is 91 
years old and is currently serving in her 41st year 
as supervisor of the Women’s Department. She 
is still active in the Lord’s work. Bishop Warren 
G. Crudup, Sr., the Jurisdictional Prelate of the 
Washington,, DC Jurisdiction was also in atten- 
dance. 

Missionary Brailsford is a native of North 
Carolina but was reared and educated in 
Washington, DC. She is a member of New Bethel 
COGIC where she joined in 1956 along with her 


Missionary Norma Brailsford 


mother, the late Mother Harriet Brailsford 
Session. Subsequently to her joining New Bethel, 
she received the baptism of the Holy Ghost and 
served in a number of capacities as a youth and 
young adult member. Missionary Brailsford has 
considerable church experience on the local, 
district, and jurisdictional levels. Currently, she 
serves as the General Church Secretary, president 
of the Senior Missionary Board, president of the 
Young Women’s Christian Council (YWCC), and 
vice-president of the Bible Band at New Bethel. 
On the district and jurisdictional levels, 
Missionary Brailsford served as secretary of the 
State Usher Board and District Coordinator of 
the Usher Board for the Number Four District for 
several years. Prior to being appointed to the 
office of District Missionary, she assisted the 
previous district missionary, the late Mother 
Donella McKeevar Aldrich who went to be with 
the Lord in September, 1990. She was asked to 
work as Mother Aldrich’s helper in 1982. Mother 
Aldrich was a pioneer in the Washington, DC 
Jurisdiction and served as the district missionary 

of District Number Four from its inception. 
Missionary Brailsford is a member of the 
jurisdictional program committee and serves as 
the Jurisdictional Adjutant Sister Coordinator. 
She also serves as a National Sister Adjutant. In 
addition, Missionary Brailsford has worked in 
Continued on page 6 


ONE OF THE GREATEST 
SUPERINTENDENTS AND 
PASTORS IN THE WORLD 


Superintendent James Scott 


Superintendent James M. Scott was crowned 
both Superintendent and Pastor of the year 1990, 
under the leadership of Bishop W.L. Porter. This 
day didn’t come none to soon because it was long 
overdue. Superintendent Scott is one of the 
hardest working Superintendents and pastors in 
the brotherhood. He came to Tennessee as a very 
young man in 1956 from Mississippi. He came 
in the city working. He purchased a tent with 
intentions of having tent revivals; however, after 
making the last payment on the tent he was 
appointed pastor of the Holy Temple Church Of 
God In Christ in 1957. He would let the other 
elders use the tent to start their churches. He 
would go under the tent and preach one night and 
the other elder would preach another night. 
Sometimes this would go as long as three weeks, 
or until that elder would get enough members to 
start a church. He would turn over all the money 
to that elder so he could purchase a building for 
service. Sure this is a great man of God. 

A few years later, he hosted one of the churches 
in the city by allowing them to come in and 
fellowship with the Holy Temple family for about 
one or two years, until their church had been 
rebuilt. Not only is he a great pastor, but a skilled 
carpenter contractor as well. He’ll get his hammer 
and nails and travel across the state helping other 
pastors build churches and reconstruct old 
buildings into churches. And when a pastor and 
congregation would get into a financial bind, he 
would gather his congregation and go across the 
state to help assist them in a time of need. 

When Superintendent Scott first came to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee as a very young man, 
one of the pastors that pastored a church in 
Chattanooga but lived 200 miles from the city of 
Chattanooga, asked Superintendent Scott if he 
would eulogize the funerals of his members. He 
would take off from his job and go as far as 100 
miles or more to eulogize the funerals. He is 
certainly a man of God. He has a great respect 
and compassion for God’s people. A few years 
ago his wife and children had planned his Father’s 
Day get together; however, he heard that one of 
the pastors and congregations in Nashville, 
Tennessee was in a financial bind which caused 
a cancellation of the family gathering. His 
Father’s Day was spent in Nashville assisting that 
pastor. Surely he loves the people of God. No 
church is too large or too small, people don’t get 
too rich or too poor, no matter whether black or 
white he will come to your rescue if you need him. 

Superintendent Scott was a dedicated hard 
worker before he came to Tennessee. He was 
ordained under the leadership of Bishop B.S. 
Lyle, in Mississippi, and came into Tennessee 
under Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. Bishop later 
appointed him pastor and Superintendent Scott 
served as State Sunday School Superintendent 
under Bishop Audley King, and was later 
appointed District Superintendent under Bishop 
W.L. Porter, who crowned him Superintendent 
and Pastor of the Year. This great man of God 
worked one hundred percent with these leaders. 


Reported by: Anneda L. Woodall 
Bishop W.L. Porter Bettie Sue Vaughn 


Jurisdictional Bishop — State Supervisor 


MINISTER CONTRIBUTES MUSICAL 


The Rev. James E. Lenox, pastor of the Greater 
Holy Temple Church Of God In Christ, 246 N. 
California Avenue, gave honor and thanks to his 
departed father, recently for his contributions to 
the West Side community and congregation in the 
sixth Pastoral Anniversary. 

Lenox has contributed to the city his musical 
talents and gospel participation for many years. 
Lenox sang and recorded one of the most 
acclaimed and well-known songs on the gospel 
charts today, “I Won’t Complain.” 

In addition to his merits in music, he has 
participated in the arrangement of numerous 
religious and gospel events that have come to 
Chicago in the past several years. He has been 
known for his astounding talents and humble 
personality. “I Won’t Complain” has been sung 
in churches and has been played on radio stations 
on Sunday mornings for inspirational broadcasts. 

Lenox sings in concert along with the choir at 
various churches around the nation. 

Lenox has been singing gospel songs for the 
past 51 years and preaching for 17 years. He has 
served in many leading positions in the church 
and the music field, locally and nationally. 

He holds several titles in the community as 
well as pastor. He is the co-dean and an instructor 
of Southern Illinois Ministerial Institute; a 
superintendent and founder of the Bishop E. 
Lenox District, a co-chairman of the Southern 
Illinois Ordination Board; the Southern Illinois 
corresponding secretary; a regional coordinator 
of AARC and one of the board members of 
Chicago’s Gospel Fest. 

Over the years he has dedicated his time to 
music and song. He correlated his musical 
ministry with teaching the scripture, and in turn 
he began to preach. 

Lenox enjoys writing gospel songs and music 
but he also believes heavily in the word of God. 
He conducts counseling sessions on the Scriptures 
of the Bible to enhance his members’ abilities in 
understanding modern living in terms of the word 
of God. 

Lenox quoted, “Blessed be to God who loaded 


LOVE NOTE TO WORLD 


Reverend James E. Lenox 


us with benefits,” (Psalm 68:19). He stated, “If 
you close your eyes and lift your hands, it all 
will be left in God’s hands and you can then 
experience God’s glory. Knowing that God has 
been so good to me and not me myself,” he 
advised. “God will do just what He said He would 
do. I practice and teach the truth to members, 
visitors and those I counsel, consistently. 

The church is the first Church Of God In Christ 
ever on the West Side. It was purchased by 
Lenox’s father in 1945 “with little money,” Lenox 
said. 

His father pastored at the church for 61 years 
under the name it holds today. Bishop E. Lenox, 
who was Pentecostal, based his ministry from its 
headquarters in Memphis, Tennessee. “My father 
bought the church with very little money. Being 
that the war was over, the neighborhood changed, 
Southerners migrated from the South and the 
parishioners that were there at the time sold it for 
a low amount in order to move on quickly.” 

Lenox mentioned he intends to stay in the area 
regardless of changes around him. He said, “I 
feel that these are my roots and the church has 
become a great establishment on the West Side: 
one of the best landmarks in the area.” 

Lenox said, “The church radiates love. People 
have said when they come into the door: love 


evolves and surrounds me when I come in the 
door.” He practiced the testaments of the Bible 
with love in mind and heart first. 

Lenox’s office is arranged with a variety of 
awards, plaques, ribbons of honor and certifi- 
cates. The telephone rings persistently, and Lenox 
answers his calls patiently, without hesitation. He 
tries to comfort, often reflecting on a scripture if 
needed. He said, “All for the glory of God.” 

Lenox has acquired the reputation of being 
present and capable for the community at all 
times. He added, “I am available at any given 
time.” 

Lenox supported the food drive in the 
community. His parish gives out clothing to the 
needy. Last Thanksgiving and Christmas, his 
church gave out 300 baskets throughout the 
community. Many agencies in the city have the 
church on its list of food referral programs. 

Surrounding the area of the church is Madison 
Avenue, where alcohol dependency is common. 
Lenox’s ministry has formed an alcohol and drug 
ministry, “Free At Last.” He said, “There is a 
need here for reform, love and encouragement; 
that is why we felt is should be here at the church. 
This way the individual can find Jesus and also 
find help for the alcohol or drug dependent all at 
one time.” 

Lenox said, “There are those who have beat 
the habit and stand tall. My advice to those who 
are growing up today is to surround yourself with 
those who are going places, and who have already 
come upward and have the plans to stand up and 
never let yourself down by using a substance or 
a form of intoxication that would later lead to the 
destruction of God’s creation.” He added 
youngsters should stay in school and try to be 
whatever they want to be, “for there is not 
limitation but giving up.” 

He explained these thoughts to the church’s 
youth and advised them on the truth of equality. 
The church youth choir has made major 
accomplishments under the teachings of Rev. 
Lenox. 

(Excerpts from Chicago Defender) 


Continued from page 1 
JUDICIARY BOARD 


The judiciary legislation consisted of sections 
on COMPOSITION AND CRITERIA, ELEC- 
TION PROCEDURES, JUDICIARY QUALIFI- 
CATIONS AND NOMINATIONS COMMIT- 
TEE, TERM OF OFFICE, QUORUM, ORGANI- 
ZATION AND PROCEDURE, LEGAL COUN- 
SEL AND DUTIES. The judiciary document had 
been under scrutiny for approximately eight 
years. The judiciary legislation and the committee 
endured countless inquiries and challenges, all 
the while, the committee constantly refined and 
fine tuned the document. After intense process 
of challenge and debate, the proposed document 
was brought before an expectant house. Dr. Frank 
Ellis kept the Willis inspired vision in gear. He 
and the committee did not desire further reading 
and debate. An this April 1991 the chairman 
wanted a vote of passage and not a tabling of the 
document. On April 11, 1991, nearly 2700 
delegates heard Elder Williams read through the 
document another time. The debate was minor 
and the actual vote was by an overwhelming 
majority. It was a history making event and all 
who shared in it can say they were there to play 
an active part in adding one of the most significant 
building blocks to Church government in recent 
years. 

At present the chairman is hoping this 
November a smooth and successful election will 
occur and the first nine judiciary candidates will 
take their seats. 

For the historical record the members of the 
committee on constitution are as follows: Elder 
Solomon L. Williams, Chairman, Dr. C.B. 
Washington, Bishop L.T. Blackshear, Dr. Faidest 
N. Wagoner, Elder C.J. Jones. Bishop Herbert 
Williams, Elder M.L. Butler, Bishop Earl Wright, 
Elder Robert Fowler, Elder Norman Prescott, 
Elder James Hicks, Elder George Perry, Elder 
Robert Williams, Elder Buford Terry, Mrs. Jackie 
Pullen-Daniels, Elder Samuel White and Mrs. 


Katrina Askew Williams, Legal Advisor. These 
fine individuals have carved out a place in COGIC 
history and are to be commended. 


Continued from page 5 
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the Federal Government for 23 years and is 
presently employed by the Department of Com- 
merce. 

The installation service was well-planned and 
conducted with dignity and splendor. District 
Missionary Parthenia Crudup (District Number 
One), the First lady of the Jurisdiction presided 
over the service. Protocol was in order; however, 
the saints maintained the Pentecostal flavor of 
worship throughout the impressive and very 
spiritual service. The choir, program participants 
and the guest speaker, National Evangelist Lee Etta 
Vanzandt of Eastern Shore, Maryland, were all 
excellent and timely. Evangelist Vanzandt, a former 
district missionary, spoke on the subject “Promotion 
Day” (Psalm 75:6-7). Her message was powerful, 
encouraging and to the point. She admonished the 
honoree to remain faithful, consistent and in her 
proper place as the female counterpart to the District 
Superintendent so that her work would be effective. 
Evangelist Vanzandt also instructed the honoree to 
“plan her work and work her plan.” During 
Missionary Brailsford’s response to the charge as 
the newly installed district missionary, she listed 
the following as her goals: 1) to inspire and 
encourage the women of the district; 2) to present 
true holiness by precepts and example; 3) to offer 
inspirational activities in the district conducive to 
all age levels; and 4) to motivate effective leadership 
through the auxiliaries. 

Those in attendance were officials of the 
Number four District, jurisdictional officials, 
members of the jurisdiction and out of town 
guests. District Missionary Mable Smith and 
others of North Carolina were among the out of 
town guests. 


OBITUARY 


Rev. Issac Gatison, of 15 West Main Street, 
Ansonia, died on Thursday, April 4, 1991 at 
Winthrop Health Care in New Haven CT, after a 
long illness. 

Born in Darlington, South Carolina on 
February 27, 1897, Rev. Gatison was the son of 
the Late John W. Sr. and Anna Samuel Gatison. 

He was united in Holy Matrimony to the late 
Janie Goodson Gatison, and to this union, three 
children were born. The family moved to Ansonia 
in 1924, where Mrs. Gatison passed away in 
1957. 

He was employed by Anaconda American 
Brass Company for a number of years, and also 
employed by Hershey Metal Products Company. 
His second wife, Virgie Pinto Gatison preceded 
him in death in 1968. 

He was one of the first members of the Church 
Of God In Christ in a store front here in Ansonia, 
after conducting services in his home during the 
early years. In 1938, Bishop Cleveland W. 
Williams was appointed pastor of the church, 
which is now Williams Temple Church Of God 
In Christ. 

Rev. Gatison leaves to mourn his death, one 
son, Harry L. Gatison of Ansonia, one daughter, 
Anna Gatison Parks of Ansonia, one brother, John 
W. Gatison, Jr. of Ansonia, three sisters, Redona 
Byrd of New Haven, Martha Smith of Ansonia, 
Louise Haney of the Bronx, New York, 13 grand- 
children, 13 great-grandchildren, 1 great great- 
grandchild, and a host of nephews, nieces, 
cousins and friends. 

He was preceded in death by a son Issac 
Gatison, Jr., three brothers, Leroy, James, and 
Robert Gatison, four sisters, Mary Kennedy, Rena 
Thomas, Mamie Byrd, and Pearl McCall. 


Dr. Murphy and registrars attempt to make 
certification easier. 


Assembly Marshalls Davis and Alexander direct the flow 
of assembly materials to waiting delegates. 


me 


The issue of jurisdiction 


From the upper deck, two 
interested ladies enjoyed 
the assembly's 
proceedings. 


nesppeiiite 
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The chairman patiently listened to each delegate’s concern. 


Es. bet q 
The house votes to continue debate of a committee report. 


JUST A REQUEST 

Dr. Faye Butler wanted additional language in the constitutional 
qualifications of a bishop seeking a spot on the General Board of 
Bishops. She requested the word “woman“ be added to the 


qualifications. 


ILLINOIS 


The Illinois Southeast Jurisdiction Department 
of Women Leadership Conference Retreat 
convened February 15-16, 1991 at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Snows of Belleville, IL under 
the leadership of Mother Thelma Jean Scott, 
Jurisdictional Supervisor. The theme “What To 
Do With Life’s Burdens,” Psalm 55:4-8, 22; 
Galatians 6:1-5. Mother Scott ministered under 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost enlightening us 
on how to handle life’s burdens. 

A spiritual outpouring was all over the room; 
souls were saved, back sliders returned to God, 
and wounded spirits were healed. There were 
testimonies of how God healed cancer, strokes, 
etc. Oh how the Lord came in a mighty way! The 
saints were on their knees at 7:00 a.m. crying 
out to the Lord. 

Missionary Russie Davis, a prayer warrior and 
a spirit filled woman of God, was the chairperson 
of this retreat. God has given Missionary Davis 
a vision; she was called and anointed by God. 
God is bringing his people together. God said He 
would pour out His spirit on all flesh in the last 
days. 

Wee Roxlana Moore, wife of our Jurisdic- 
tional Bishop Lemuel N. Moore, was in our 
midst. Also our Second Administrative Assistant, 
Superintendent Oscar Burtely and his lovely wife, 
Missionary Constance Burtely, State Sunshine 
Band President of Carbondale, Illinois and our 
National Sunshine Band President, Dr. Lytia 
Howard were among the people of God that 


THE 

UNAC 
FAMILY 
EXCITED! 


Bishop EE. Perry 


The five departmental leaders of the UNAC 
Family, Bishop C.W. Williams representing the 
National Sunday School, Bishop C.L. Moody the 
Mission Department, Bishop C.H. Brewer the Youth 
Department, Dr. E.L. Battles the Evangelist 
Department, Dr. Mattie Moss Clark with the 
Chairman, Bishop FE. Perry are thrilled at the 
progress, enthusiasm, and cooperation of the hosts 
and supporting bishops of Indiana. The local hosts 
are: Honorary Host Bishop Oscar Freeman and Co- 
hosts Bishop Milton Hall and Bishop John Dupree. 
All things are in motion, committees are busy and 
reservations are coming in nicely, in fact the Westin 
Hotel, (headquarters) is already filled. 

If you have not registered, you should do so im- 
mediately. 

UNAC-5, the convention for the entire family 
offers many exciting things for your enjoyment. 
Special morning prayer, UNAC in-training, midday 
worship with the departments, children and youth 
church, scholastic motivation ministries, the song 
is born, many unique presentations and many classes 
to enjoy. 

You must be there! Indianapolis, Indiana awaits 
us. Be sure to register now. 

We're doing all we can do to make our Presiding 
Bishop Ford along with the General Board pleased, 
and we're supportive of his vision. See you in 
Indianapolis, Lord’s will. 

Chairman, EE. Perry 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 


291 Hernando Street e PO. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 
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gathered for this retreat. We had several anointed 
speakers; Missionary Russie Davis taught on 
“Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens”; Mother Ethel 
Johnson, our State Dean, taught on “Every Man 
Must Bear His Own Burden’; District Missionary 
Lue Ethel Smith taught on “What To Do With 
Life’s Burden” and these teachings climaxed the 
retreat. Also, included in the retreat were mini- 
sessions conducted by the district missionaries. 
Each session lasted an hour. These sessions were 
refreshing to the souls. 

District #2, Missionary Marjorie Hoskins 
spoke on “Come Unto Me” - Matthew 11:28-30 

District #3, Missionary Mae E. Byrd, 
Assistant Supervisor spoke on “Building Trust.” 

District #4, Missionary Lue Ethel Smith spoke 
on Psalm 18:1-3 and Psalm 18:35 

District #5, Missionary Mae Bell Phillips 
spoke on “Emergency Crisis,” the effective 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. - 
James 5:16 

District #6, Missionary Catherine Riley spoke 
on “Let Us Stay With Jesus” - Hebrews 12:1 

District #8, Missionary Barbara Bailey spoke 
on “Don’t Worry, We Have Help in the Back.” - 
Psalm 20:1-2 


Supervisor Thelma J. Scott 
Illinois Southeast Jurisdictional Supervisor 


Missionary Lillian Embrey 
Reporter 


Nigerian Ministry 


(Elder) Oscar L. Jefferson of Brooklyn New York 
known as Bro. Jeff of the Bro. Jeff Ministries writes. 

I praise God for allowing me to make another 
successful trip to the Nigerian mission field, which 
lasted over three months and covered over 30 cities, 
towns and villages, much good was done to the 
Glory of God (my 15th trip). 

The Lord helped me to establish a Bible School 
for the Churches Of God In Christ and other 
surrounding churches in Effo Amuro, Kwara 
State, Nigeria, named (The C. H. Mason 
Memorial Bible School.) The Lord is blessing. 

Classes have started and the Bible School center 
is presently under construction (A ten room 
building) The Lord is providing the funds, through 
rallies and different services and the work is progres- 
sing. 

The Churches Of God In Christ are thriving and 
doing well under the leaderhsip of Bishop T.O. 
Amoro, Bishop S. Udo Akpan, Gen. Supt. G.Y. 
Onu, Supt. Emmanual C. Uwazie and Dist. Supt. 
Shola Olukolade. There are well over fifty 
Churches Of God In Christ in Nigeria (the first 
established in 1962). They request prayers from their 
Brothers and Sisters all over the world. 

Nigeria is a West African Country (the most 
popular in Africa) often referred to as the Third 
World Country and bears all the traits as such, but 
there is a revival going on, souls are being lead to 
repentance daily and in large numbers. 

I plan, God-willing, to make another trip’ to 
Nigeria this year, also pray for the “Bro. Ieff 
Ministries” and our 10 point program. We serve a 
small part of Africa as a mission relief agency as 
the Lord provides. 

Contributions for Bro. Jeff's Nigerian Ministry 
can be earmarked to the COGIC Missions 
Department. State specifically that your contribu- 
tion is intended for that ministry. 
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NOTE OF THANKS 


The committee that con- 
ducted the birthday celebra- 
tion of Missionary Margaret 
Moore desires to thank all the 
lovely saints who participated 
or sent expressions of love. On 
February 23, 1991, friends as 
well as family gathered at the 
Deliverance Tabernacle 
COGIC in Pasadena, Califor- 
nia, and honored the birth date and work of Evangelist 
Margaret Moore. Sister Moore is well known in the 
community of saints, and is amember of the Jerusalem 
COGIC in San Francisco, CA. She serves the Presiding 
Bishop and the General Board as a national security 
officer. She is also a national adjutant sister and a 
marshall. Members of the New Hope District 
participated on the program which witnessed much 
love and appreciation. Missionary Moore served that 
district as District Missionary. 

The celebration was also attended by persons from 
various areas of the country. Sister Moore is currently 
an active field evangelist and during her travels has 
made many good friends. From Chicago came her 
god-daughter, Ms. Cheryl Stewart and the missionary’s 
son, Andre. Their visitation proved very special for 
the missionary. The message was brought by one of 
the national adjutants, Superintendent Joseph R. 
Whitthorne of Cleveland, Ohio. His message was 
entitled, “Fill The Void.” The altar appeal was made 
by Pastor Wayne Robbins of Tulsa, Oklahoma. In 
addition to these elders, Superintendent E.W. Harding 
of Duarte, CA, Superintendent C.L. Turrentine of 
Pasadena, CA, Elder R. Graves of Duarte, CA, Elder 
G.B. Salter of Monrovia, Ca and Elder E. Smith of 
Pasadena, CA were in attendance. Our committee 
would like to thank those of you that were in attendance 
and those who gave much love and kind words to our 
darling mom. In the words of our mom, “we love you 
and you can’t do anything about it.” 

We hope and pray the Lord will bless Evangelist 
Moore with many more birthdays, and bless her work 
on the field for the Lord. 

Her Most Loyal Committee 


TITHES AND 
OFFERINGS 


WHAT DOES THE WORD MEAN? To tithe means 
to give a tenth part of. It is a collection of an amount 
of an assessment. 

The only way to live for God is a life of holiness. 
We must therefore pay tithes as a part of that holy 
living because it is right. Leviticus 27:30 says, “And 
all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land or of the fruit of the tree, it is the Lord’s: It is 
holy unto the Lord.” 

When we pay tithes, or give a tenth part of our 
earnings, and give freewill offerings, we should do 
so at the church we have our membership, and 
regularly worship. For Hebrews 7:5&6 says, “And 
verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to 
take the tithes of the people according to law, that is, 
of their brethren though they come out of the loins of 
Abraham. But he whose descent is not counted from 
them received tithes of Abraham and blessed him that 
had the promises.” 

Regardless of our personal feelings concerning the 
pastor, or members of our church, God has appointed 
him to collect from each member, tithes and offerings. 

If we neglect to do so we are robbing God. Malachi 
4:8-10 reads, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for 
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that they may be meat 
in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 

I thank God for the blessing of having been taught, 
through holy leaders some 13 years ago to pay tithes, 
one tenth of each dollar I earned, and to give freewill 
offerings cheerfully and bountifully. 

Dear Jesus, let every person who reads this writing 
be blessed as I have been through learning to pay their 
tithes and offerings, if they are not already doing so. 
Thank you Lord. Amen. 


Sister Melissa Bostick, Community COGIC 
Superintendent Moses Green, Pastor 
Arverne, New York 


Missionary Margaret Moore 


